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September 2011 

Yes in deed, Mary is our Champion but the compass is not for the water—its for those relaxing all night hikes 
in the woods when you loose your land bearings.  Actually, it is to prevent that.  Barbara Selick suggested that 
Bill would be as good as a compass since Bill is a food finder.  The nearest deli is that way… hopefully its still 
open when you get there!  But, what I can’t figure out is why Bill can only think of food, poor Barbara :-( 
 
Mary and her grandmother Pat won just about every award from youngest skipper, best child and grandparent 
finish to the Ray Greene—Rose Whitney perpetual trophy for Best Performance on the second day of the Na-
tionals.  We had great winds, a great time and now a new equally great National Champion.  Congratulations. 

Mary Vorel National ChampionMary Vorel National ChampionMary Vorel National Champion   
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 2008 Lake Opeka Invitational and District Championships   
 

National Regatta   
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National Regatta   
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National Regatta   
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Awosting Rowing Team    
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T’was a dark and stormy evening… 
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COMMODORE’S CORNER 
 
As I begin my term as Commodore I would like to 
thank our outgoing Commodore,  John Washburn and 
his lovely wife Judy (above) for their leadership, kind-
ness and friendship.  We, the NRCA, have a most vi-
brant kinship network that makes our working and sail-
ing relationships most unique.   
 
Today and the many tomorrows that it takes to get her 
ship in order, Karel Vorel and husband Al have all of 
our hope, prayers and support.  So what ever it is that 
each of us might be able to do for them, we do that as 
you are our very special kin.   
 
It was most wonderful and disquieting to share with 
Mary and Pat Vorel their victory and longing for a time 
when life wasn’t making so many plans for their fam-
ily.  Last year Mary could not sail with her grand-
mother Pat, as she was recovering and was not permit-
ted  to sail.  Making this year’s victory bittersweet as 
her mom, Karel, was not permitted to sail or travel this 
July to watch her child become the best in the face of 
adversity. 
 
That is the kind of achievement we should expect but 
never take for granted in our membership.  Last year 
Mary, Pat, Al, Allen and Karel received our most pres-
tigious service recognition the Musselman Award.  For 
three generations the Vorel’s have been giving back to 
our National Rebel Class. Making them a family of 
champions. 
 
Our newest champion family is that of Bill and Barbara 
Selick. In addition to again organizing our National Re-
gatta for the second-time in four years, they have  ... 

continued from previous column 

 
 …built a strong and competitive but friendly fleet in 

Awosting who soundly won the team trophy with 5 
top-ten finishers. It would be great to have at least 
those 5 boats at our next national event. Actually we 
like to see all of you there.  But so far, there has 
been little input on a mid-point location for our na-
tional event. 
 
Since Fleet 2 has received permission to hold our 
regatta at Clark Lake, the absence of input makes 
this our choice by default. And what a great default 
choice Clark Lake Yacht Club is with camping 
available as well as a superb number of motels and 
restaurants to serve our groups needs.  If you have 
never been to a regatta hosted by Clark Lake, you 
are missing one of the best  inland lake events.  
Clark Lake has held their Fall Invitational for over 
50 years, and the Wayfarers are using the event to 
host their 2011 US Nationals. So it would be great to 
see kin from Awosting, Coldwater, Des Plaines, 
Fenton and Grand Rapids this September 24 and 25 
as a tune-up for 2012....   continued next page  

NICKELS BOAT WORKSNICKELS BOAT WORKSNICKELS BOAT WORKS    
 

1871 Tower Street 
Flint, MI 48503 

 

Phone: 810 767-4050 
Fax: 810 767-4060 

Email: hugh@nickelsboats.com 
 

New Rebels, Boat Repairs and Parts 

Jeff & John Schuchardt, Dan & Albert Leon and Bill 
Selick with Jim Labate and Dave Sutter as crews 

compose the winners of the 1st team trophy. 
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COMMODORE’S CORNER continued  
 
… If you are traveling from the far East (NJ/NY) and 
need a boat for the Fall Regatta, please let me or an-
other Fleet 2 sailor know, so we can locate a competi-
tive boat for you to  sail.  
 
We also have to schedule our Spring-meeting for 
2012.  Right now we have a great offer from Glenda 
Libby to join her Club in Florida for their annual 
George Washington’s Birthday Regatta.  So far every-
one agrees that it would be great to get away from the 
snow, but none have said they could attend!   
 
I would like to thank Glenda for her invitation and ef-
forts in convincing South Winds  Magazine to run a 
story on our class history in preparation for our arrival.  
Well we’ve not yet seen the finished copy, the draft 
that Jabbo sent us promises to provide us with some 
great PR, that I’m loath to miss.  As your Commodore, 
I can only implore you to  attend this regatta and make 
it our annual location for our Spring meeting.  For 
those who do not remember, this is what we actually 
did back in the day.  And if we are to grow the class, 
we need to go where the class needs to grow. 
 
When it comes to  growing the class, your association 
is again indebted to the Nickels family for their contin-
ued efforts in building the fleet on Lake Fenton. In ad-

dition  they have re-
mained available to 
assist those in need of 
a bit of Rebel insight.  
That insight was pro-
vided by Jay and Pat 
Topping when they 
received the Holcomb 
perpetual trophy for 
the Second Best Fin-

ish by a Husband and Wife at our National Regatta. 
Yup, Jay has one more year to get it together or he has 
to find another crew.  Jay think Florida… she’ll be 
happy with that idea no matter the results! 
 
Now for those of you who might of thought we need to 
reduce the number of awards, I’m thinking we need a 
few more, if not just for the sake of marriage.  None-
theless, I need to thank Bill Selick for  donating the 
Traveling Trailer Trophy.  It may be that Neil will get 
that same trophy n 2012 as well for his efforts this year 
    … continued page 18 
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Rebel National Saturday Portsmouth 2011 
 

Third Place 
 

Dan Leon 

 

Second Place 
 

Mary Vorel 

 

First Place 
 

Paul Bryan 
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Rebel National Championship Trophies 2011 

Rebel Class National Champion: 
Mary Vorel  

Libby Owens Ford Perpetual Trophy 
 

1st Place Crew 
Pat Vorel 

Capt. Ibbetson Perpetual Trophy 
 

Best Performance by Grandchild & 
Grandparent 

 

 

 
Third Place Skipper: 

David Nickels 

Ray Greene Perpetual Trophy 
 

Third Place Crew 
Emelia Oslund 

 
 

 
Second Place Skipper: 

Jeff Schuchardt 
Bleimeister Perpetual Trophy 

 

 

Second Place Crew 
John Schuchardt 

Best Performance by Parent & Child 
 Bennie Miller Perpetual Trophy 
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� 
Fourth Place Skipper: 
John Sanderson 

Robert Christ Perpetual Trophy 
 

Fourth Place Crew 
Erin Sanderson 

Youngest Crew 
 

Second Best Performance by Grand-
child & Grandparent 

 
 
 
 

Sixth Place Skipper: 
Dan Leon 

Perpetual Revere Bowl 
 

Sixth Place Crew 
Albert Leon 

 

Second Best Performance  
by Parent Child 

Rebel National Championship Trophies 2011 

 
 

Fifth Place Skipper: 
Kevin Nickels 

Ed Fromme Perpetual Trophy 
 

Fifth Place Crew 
Ethan Oslund 
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Rebel National Championship Trophies 2011 

 
Seventh Place Skipper: 

Al Schonborn 
Perpetual Revere Bowl 

 

Seventh Place Crew 
Meghan Saeli 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ninth Place Skipper: 
Bill Selick 

Perpetual Revere Bowl 
 

Ninth Place Crew 
 Jim Labate & Dave Sutter 

 

 

 
 

Eighth Place Skipper: 
Neil Robb 

Perpetual Revere Bowl 
 

Eighth Place Crew 
Nick Tanis 
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Rebel National Championship Trophies 2011 

 
 

Tenth Place Skipper: 
Bob Zimmer 

Perpetual Revere Bowl 
 

Tenth Place Crew 
Marvin Brinn (not pictured) 

 
 
 

 

 
Twelfth Place Skipper: 

Paul Bryan 
Duane Slater Perpetual Revere Bowl 

 

Twelfth Place Crew 
David Bryan  

 
Dean of the Regatta 

Eleventh Place Skipper: 
John Washburn  

Chris Patton Perpetual Revere Bowl 
 

Eleventh Place Crew 
Judi Washburn  

 

Mowbray Perpetual Best Finish  
Husband and Wife 
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Rebel National Championship Trophies 2011 

 
 

Thirteenth Place Skipper: 
Jack Schuchardt 

Kessler Family Perpetual Revere Bowl 
 

Thirteenth Place Crew 
Gary Schneid & Jim Favaro 

(not pictured) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fifteenth Place Skipper: 
Jim Miller  

Mary & Peasie Herndon Perpetual  
Revere Bowl 

 

Fifteenth Place Crew 
Karyn Schuchardt 

 
 

Fourteenth Place Skipper: 
Bruce Nowak 

Herndon Family Perpetual Revere Bowl 
 

Fourteenth Place Crew 
Zoe Smith-Reese 
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“Best Women Damn Skipper” 

 

Mary Vorel  
 

“Congratulations”  
 

Dave Nickels 20110714 

Rebel National Championship Trophies 2011 

‘Rebel’ Bill  Etherton Hospitality Award (Mint Bucket) 
 

Jean and Bob Zimmer 
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Traveling Trailer Award 
 

Neil Robb 
 

Sailed at the most non-home-port Regattas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Race Officials 
 

Thank You  
 
 
 
 

Fleet with Largest Number 
of Boats Attending Nationals 

(excludes the hosting fleet) 
 

Fenton Lake Sailing Club 

Rebel National Championship Trophies 2011 
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Rebel National Championship Trophies 2011 

Al Schonborn was quite the gentleman when he re-
ceived his loaner Rebel from Fleet 21.  It was an 
unsightly mess that required quite amount of elbow 
grease to clean-up.  But the unflappable Uncle  Al, 
got her ready to sail with his novice crew Meghan 
Saeli.  Meghan and my crew Zoe Reese-Smith were 
recruited Bill, Barb, Bob and Jean  as our original 
crews became unavailable.  We can’t thank those 
two young lasses enough for making our races days 
all that more enjoyable.  Thanks Awosting Rowers! 

Musselman Service Award 
 

Bill & Barbara Selick    

Jack Roe and Bob Reinhartsein 

Charles Toberman 
Anchorman Award 

highest score that started/finished all races 

Pickle Boat Award 
George Vurno & Joan Reichenbach 

“unhappy faced George” 

Rex Pierson Sportsmanship 
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    Vermont Sailing Partners 
 
    YOUR Partner in Rebel Sailing   
 
 "Championship sails for YOUR Rebel that are proudly made in 

the USA" 
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COMMODORE’S CORNER continued  from page  8 
 
...as he and Nick Tanis were the only ones from the Midwest to make Rock Hall this year.   
 
Traveling back from the Greenwood Lake was another adventure for my trailer once more.  Last year the re-
turn trip from Rock Hall saw one tire balloon to thrice its size.  Even with new tires, we still managed to lose 
a grease cap on the trailer.  Worse it seems that the “hills of Pennsylvania” wore out the 170k transmission in 
our poor ole 1999 van.  You know for a car I really didn’t care for, it was a very expensive loss.  Expensive 
because we ended up with a brand new Kia Sorrento! As odd as this might seem, I’ve never personally pur-
chased a new car and thought I never would.  Besides sticker shock, the value drop was just plain ridiculous.  
But who am I to argue with my wife! 
 
The 2011 One Design Sailing Symposium is being held at the Bay Head Yacht Club, Bay Head, NJ on No-
vember 12-13, 2011 (http://racing.ussailing.org/One-Design/ODSS/2011_ODSS.htm).  And, your Associa-
tion needs to send a couple of representatives so we need a couple of volunteers from that neck of the woods 
to go.  Bill Selick is always a good choice, but he indicated that he might be a bit busy given the state of our 
economy and such.  John, Judy, Sharon and I have attended meetings in Columbus and Atlanta and found the 
Symposiums to be a good resource as well as a rejuvenator. Our foursome also went to the Yacht Club Sym-
posium in Chicago this year, but you’ve read all about that in the Rabble.  Let us know, we have a stipend 
available for more rum.  If the well dressed Dave Perry arrives..., well you’ll have to find out by attending! 
 
The July issue of the Rabble was pretty thin, thin on account of the lack of stories… (continued next page) 
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Advertising Rates 
Includes Internet Listing 

 

Issues  1 2 3 4 
 

Cost 
Full Page $100.00 190. 270. 340. 
Half Page     50.00   90. 135. 170. 
1/4 Page     25.00   47. 67.5  85. 
1/8 Page     15.00   28. 40.5  51. 
 
   Business Cards Ads for NRCA members will be 
placed in four issues at a cost of $25.00.  NRCA mem-
bers only may advertise to sell their boats and sails at no 
cost.  Other items for sale by NRCA members is $0.15 
per word.  Non-NRCA members may also advertise 
their boats, sails and other boating items at a cost of 
$0.25 per word. 
   Advertisements are solicited for placement according 
to the rates published in the Rabble. 
   Advertisements will be run and placed on the internet 
when payment and copy is received. 
   No Advertisements will be placed on the Rebel web-
site, http://www.rebelsailor.com, without a correspond-
ing ad in the Rebel Rabble.   

Visit our advertisers, buy a new boat. 

 

    Member Boat Parts Member Boat Parts   
For SaleFor Sale  

Complete Parts List on the Web atComplete Parts List on the Web at  
  

www.rebelsailor.comwww.rebelsailor.com  
  

Chris Fromme Chris Fromme   
rebelsailor@msn.com  

  
Hank HodgsonHank Hodgson  

owindsong@gmailcom  
 

You're never too old  

to have a happy childhood  

    Nick Tanis                          517-420-4359 

COMMODORE’S CORNER continued  from p18 
 
… received  from the fleets.  It seems that if I don’t attend no one 
else reports on the event.  When you report the event its more than 
just the results, its about getting lost on a walk, getting a reprieve 
from your wife, finding a turtle or what ever humorous or insightful 
event that occurred.  For whatever reason, humans like human in-
terest stories—go figure!  So tell us more. 
 
Not sure what could be worse than having your Commodore be the 
editor of the Rabble, simultaneously.  But it looks like I’m just 
about out of room and will have to stop babbling.  Before I go, one 
last shout out to Bill Ryan.  Bill sent us a little note  and all is well 
with his family.  In fact, he thinks it may be about time for his twin 
daughters, ages 9 and 9, to give sailing a go.  His plan is to bring 
Rebel 1176 out of retirement ala  Bobbi Herndon.  For those out of 
the loop Bobbi was our first woman National Champion back in the 
day when it wasn’t fashionable for the “gentler sex” to compete  
against the men. Who the hell ever thought of that idea never was in 
a maternity ward.  But who has the best Bobbi Herndon tale?  And, 
how about our newest Champion Mary Vorel?  Until then, smooth 
waters and favourable winds to all.  Bruce & Sharon Nowak 
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National Rebel Class Association 
Bruce LJJ Nowak, Editor 
b1now@juno.com 
PO Box 4114 
Jackson, MI 49204-4114 
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On the Web at http://www.rebelsailor.com Race, Relax in a Rebel 

The Rebel Nationals July 2011The Rebel Nationals July 2011The Rebel Nationals July 2011   


